Marv Christensen’s speech


Good morning.

On behalf of the NASA Ames Research Center let me thank you for coming today.

Let me begin by conveying our sincere sorrow to the family, but perhaps unbeknownst to them, and as they will see here today, Johnny was part of our family too.

In situations such as this, it’s always difficult to try to find the right words.

But let me start by making the observation:

“That Johnny Green was a unique human being.”

One is fortunate, if within a lifetime, they meet such individuals like Johnny, and of course it’s not clear just where or when you might meet such persons, but you recognize the “real deal” when you do.

And Johnny was the “real deal” and if you’re uncertain of that, look around. Look at the number of people here to honor him. In my almost 40 years at NASA, I’ve never seen anything like this – for anyone, including NASA administrators.

So, what was it about Johnny?

Ask 40 people what the appeal and the attachment was and you will no doubt get 40 different answers.

But there were also common threads that drew people in to Johnny –

· His positive attitude

· His amazing smile

· His warmth

· His humility

And one could go on with numerous descriptors and adjectives that confirm in the world of today, Johnny was unique.

In my mind, perhaps the most defining aspect of Johnny was his “position neutral” view of the world.

It didn’t matter if you were center director, branch chief, mechanic or laborer, you received the same up-beat welcome, the same broad smile and after time, your own personalized phrase to begin your day.

And that was the “magic” of Johnny – he was blind to race, color, culture, religion and position. He distilled credo, commandments, hundreds of thousands of laws and layers of altruistic guidance down to a few basics – 


Life is a gift – make sure you take the time to enjoy it, for it will end.

and


Treat people as you would want them to treat you because behind the positions, the clothes and the rhetoric, we are all human beings, no more, no less.

Whether we as individuals can personally rise to embracing Johnny’s “love of life, love of others” credo, we all found it satisfying to see it in action every morning, personalized just for us. And we found it supportive and uplifting, even if just temporarily, because it made us believe, “it can be different, if we just make the effort.”

And whether we’re believers in eternal life or not, don’t we just sense that when we pass to the other side, as we all must, that Johnny will be there to welcome us with that broad smile and, with the pump of the arm, “wave us in to our next assignment!”

God bless you Johnny, we miss you.

